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Almost every session of the legislature 
since 2005 has contained debate over 
the name, purpose, and conduct of the 
Railroad Commission. During the 2015 
session, the Railroad Commission faced 
intense scrutiny as the Texas Sunset 
Advisory Commission released a report 
suggesting the name be changed to “Texas 
Energy Resources Commission,” improve 
its monitoring and enforcing of state laws 
overseeing the oil and gas industry, and 
transfer natural gas utility rate oversight to 
the Public Utility Commission of Texas.55 
The Texas Legislature is expected to take up 
action again on these recommendations 
in the 2017 session.

The Railroad Commission selects 
an executive director and other key staff, 
including a chief financial officer. The 
commission is organized into several 
agencies that oversee specific areas of 

energy policy, such as alternative energy, natural gas services, and oil and gas. In addition, 
as in other state commissions and departments, there is a legal affairs office, a human 
resources office, and an information technology office.

Texas Department of Criminal Justice

The Texas Department of Criminal Justice oversees the state’s prisons, jails, and other 
correctional facilities. It also supervises processes for offenders released from prison, 
on parole, or on mandatory suspension. A nine-member board is in charge of the 
department. This board is appointed by the governor for staggered six-year terms. The 
board hires the executive director of the department, sets rules and policies that guide 
the agency, and serves as the board of trustees for the Windham School District, the 
school district created by the state to handle the education of juvenile offenders.

The department consists of five key divisions that report directly to the board. 
The divisions are the office of the inspector general, the Windham School District, 
the internal audit division, the office of the state counsel for offenders, and the 
ombudsman. The executive director also directly reports to the board and heads the 
other work of the department, including the control of correctional facilities, parole, 
and victim services. The director also controls offices that carry out routine activities 
common to all state agencies, such as a human resources office for hiring of staff and 
information technology. Like other states, Texas attempts to help integrate prisoners 
into normal life after prison, and the department maintains a prison labor operation 
that teaches inmates skills associated with manufacturing and industry through its 
Texas Correctional Industries (TCI). Products made by prisoners through TCI, such as 
desks and tables, may be used by public universities or other state agencies.

Also associated with the department is the Texas Board of Pardons and Paroles. 
This board is appointed by the governor to determine which prisoners are due to be 

Amtrak, the U.S. national passenger train service, links communities across Texas 
to the rest of the country. A high-speed passenger service from Houston to Dallas-
Fort Worth, completed either by Amtrak or some other agency, would allow travel 
between the two major metropolitan areas in fewer than three hours.
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